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A sixteenth-century broadsheet pictured strange shapes apparently battling around the rising sun.
The surviving print records an extraordinary report and its religious interpretation, while later
readers have recast it as an alien encounter.

STATUS Authentic historical broadsheet; reported phenomenon uncertain
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THE ACCOUNT

Hans Glaser's broadsheet gives Nuremberg a sky crowded with disturbing shapes. The report describes an
apparition at dawn on April 14, 1561: round forms, crosses and cylinders appearing around the sun, with a
dark arrowlike shape below. Its illustration makes the scene resemble a conflict over the city. For later UFO
readers, the old print can look like evidence that an aerial battle occurred centuries before modern aircraft.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

Zentralbibliothek Zürich preserves the original colored woodcut and printed text. The Public Domain Review
supplies a translation and discusses its religious framing. The artifact establishes that the report was
published, not that its imagery is a literal technical record of spacecraft. Atmospheric explanations, including
solar-halo phenomena, have been suggested, but a precise reconstruction from this single historical
representation cannot be treated as certain.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The same picture can pass through different systems of belief without changing its ink. A warning from
heaven becomes a possible machine from space, while the original observers remain beyond interrogation.
The lasting mystery is partly about the sky and partly about reading: what do we import when we give
sixteenth-century symbols the meanings of a much later age?
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Himmelserscheinung über Nürnberg vom 14. April 1561
Zentralbibliothek Zürich / e-manuscripta
https://www.e-manuscripta.ch/zuzneb/content/titleinfo/2723858

Celestial Phenomenon Over Nuremberg, April 14th, 1561
The Public Domain Review
https://publicdomainreview.org/collection/celestial-phenomenon-over-nuremberg-april-14th-1561

RETURN TO THE STORY

Nuremberg, 1561: The Battle Printed in the Sky
Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-SECRET-047
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