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British and American intelligence tunneled beneath Berlin to tap Soviet communications. A mole
had already revealed the plan, yet the operation continued while each side protected a different
secret.
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THE ACCOUNT

The tunnel began behind a cover installation in West Berlin and reached toward communications cables
under the Soviet-controlled side. Operation Gold turned digging into espionage: steel-lined passageways,
concealed earth and taps on lines carrying an adversary's conversations. Collection began in May 1955. But
another secret ran beside the tunnel. George Blake, a Soviet mole inside British intelligence, had already told
the KGB about the project while it was being planned.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

The CIA's public history documents the tunnel and Blake's disclosure. It explains that the KGB allowed the
operation to continue to protect him, before arranging its discovery in April 1956. The agency's retrospective
assessment holds that much of the collected material was genuine and valuable. That assessment matters:
Soviet foreknowledge does not automatically mean every conversation carried on the tapped lines was
planted disinformation.
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WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The familiar question-did the other side know?-has an unsettling answer here: yes, but knowing did not make
immediate exposure the best choice. The tunnel collected one secret while its continued existence protected
another. The case makes espionage feel less like a locked cabinet being opened than a room in which several
people are quietly pretending not to notice each other.

WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Berlin Tunnel: America's Ear Behind the Iron Curtain
Central Intelligence Agency
https://www.cia.gov/stories/story/berlin-tunnel-americas-ear-behind-the-iron-curtain/

RETURN TO THE STORY

Operation Gold: The Tunnel the Other Side Knew About
Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-SECRET-044
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