
U225X / ENGINEERING UNWARRANTED PROPERTY OF U225X

The Gulf of Tonkin: The Second Attack That
Wasn't
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A real naval clash was followed by reports of another attack that later investigation found had not
occurred. The paired incidents helped supply the public justification for a major expansion of
American war-making.

STATUS First attack documented; second attack disproven by later analysis

CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL Gulf of Tonkin, Vietnam

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Secrets & conspiracies

STORY HISTORY August 1964

THE ACCOUNT

On August 2, 1964, North Vietnamese torpedo boats attacked USS Maddox. Two days later came reports of
another engagement in the Gulf of Tonkin. In Washington, the reports rapidly became a story of repeated
aggression. Congress passed a resolution giving President Lyndon Johnson broad authority to expand
American military action. Doubts emerging from the ships did not occupy the same place in the public
account as the confident description of an attack.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

The National Archives distinguishes the two incidents. It records that the second report was followed by
warnings about weather effects and overeager sonar interpretation. Later NSA research concluded that the
August 4 attack never happened, while affirming the August 2 clash. The central historical problem is
therefore not that every Tonkin event was fictional, but that uncertainty and contrary evidence were excluded
from a consequential narrative.
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WHY IT STAYS WITH US

A confused night at sea became a clear sentence in a political decision. That transformation is the troubling
part: uncertain observations can acquire greater certainty as they move upward through institutions. Keeping
the two dates separate is essential to understanding the case. The record shows how one real attack and one
erroneous report could be combined into a far more powerful public justification.

WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Tonkin Gulf Resolution (1964)
National Archives
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/tonkin-gulf-resolution

RETURN TO THE STORY

The Gulf of Tonkin: The Second Attack That Wasn't
Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-SECRET-037
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