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The grassy-knoll question received official support from a disputed sound recording, then a major
scientific rebuttal. The episode shows how a national trauma can hinge on a recording's exact
timing.

STATUS Documented assassination; disputed acoustic claim rebutted

CLASSIFICATION STR
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DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files
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STORY HISTORY 1963; inquiries in 1979 and 1982

THE ACCOUNT

Dealey Plaza became a place where every direction mattered. After President John F. Kennedy was murdered
in 1963, claims of gunfire from the grassy knoll helped sustain the belief that more than one shooter had
acted. Years later, investigators examined a Dallas police recording for impulses that might preserve the
shots. The promise was extraordinary: an open microphone might still contain the answer that eyewitness
confusion had obscured.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

In 1979, the House Select Committee on Assassinations relied partly on acoustic analysis to support a
probable conspiracy. A 1982 National Research Council review rejected the relevant acoustic conclusion. It
found that the impulses identified as shots were recorded about a minute after the assassination, when the
motorcade had already been directed toward the hospital. That recording does not establish a second
gunman.
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WHY IT STAYS WITH US

This is a historical dispute with a measurable hinge: were the sounds actually simultaneous with the event? A
recording can feel more objective than a memory and still be misinterpreted. The enduring sorrow and
uncertainty surrounding the assassination should not turn a superseded technical finding into settled
evidence, or an unsupported allegation into an identified hidden culprit.

WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

House Select Committee on Assassinations: Findings
National Archives
https://www.archives.gov/research/jfk/select-committee-report/part-1b.html

Report of the Committee on Ballistic Acoustics
National Research Council / National Academies Press
https://www.nationalacademies.org/publications/10264

RETURN TO THE STORY

Dealey Plaza: The Sound That Arrived Too Late
Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
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