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The Beale Ciphers: A Fortune Behind the
Numbers
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Three strings of numbers promise a buried Virginia fortune. One can be read with the Declaration
of Independence, but the surrounding story and the remaining supposed messages have never
secured general acceptance.

STATUS Historical cipher publication; treasure and narrative unverified
CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL Bedford County, Virginia, United States

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Secrets & conspiracies

STORY HISTORY Alleged 1820s events; pamphlet published 1885

THE ACCOUNT

The Beale story offers treasure hunters something more durable than a rumor: pages of numbers. An 1885
pamphlet claimed that Thomas J. Beale had left papers concealing the location, contents and ownership of a
buried fortune. One sequence could supposedly be unlocked with the Declaration of Independence. The
resulting text described valuables, while the information that would lead a searcher to them remained just
out of reach.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

The NSA's released Beale collection preserves material about the ciphers and attempts to analyze them. One
document explains the book-cipher method, using numbered words from the Declaration to produce letters.
Preservation by the NSA is not an endorsement of the treasure story. The historical narrative and the status
of the other two number sequences remain disputed; an apparently solved portion does not authenticate the
entire package.
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WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The trap is beautifully constructed whether or not it was deliberate: the readable message establishes the
prize, while the unreadable messages postpone the reward. A listener can feel the pull of an answer that
appears only a clever substitution away. The actual historical artifact is the cipher publication, whose
promised buried world remains unverified.

WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Beale Papers

National Security Agency

https://www.nsa.gov/Helpful-Links/NSA-FOIA/Declassification-Transparency-Initiatives/Historical-Releases/Beale-Papers/

Beale cipher historical article, document 656753

Historical clipping preserved by the National Security Agency
https://www.nsa.gov/portals/75/documents/news-features/declassified-documents/beale-papers/doc656753.pdf

RETURN TO THE STORY

The Beale Ciphers: A Fortune Behind the Numbers

Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-SECRET-011
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