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Apollo: The Shadows That Became a
Conspiracy
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A flag, an empty black sky and apparently conflicting shadows became exhibits in claims that Apollo
was staged. Each has an ordinary explanation, while physical evidence records the astronauts'
presence.

STATUS Hoax claims contradicted by extensive evidence
CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL The Moon and United States
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CATEGORY Strange Files
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STORY HISTORY 1969-1972; later hoax claims

THE ACCOUNT

The lunar photographs are quiet enough to feel unreal: bright ground, black sky, a flag held outward where
no wind blows. Hoax claims turn those unfamiliar details into alleged mistakes on a film set. Shadows seem to
disagree. Stars disappear. The flag appears to move. The proposed secret is immense, but its popular
arguments often begin with the smallest feature in a single image.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

Royal Museums Greenwich explains that perspective changes the apparent direction of parallel shadows and
a horizontal support held the flag open. Camera exposure for the bright surface accounts for missing stars.
The Apollo record also includes samples, scientific data and later orbital photographs of the landing sites.
These lines of evidence support actual lunar landings, rather than a concealed studio production.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The unease comes from seeing a real environment that refuses familiar visual expectations. On the Moon, an
ordinary photograph can resemble an impossible stage. This case is most revealing when the viewer slows
down: a picture is evidence, but an intuitive reading of its lighting is not automatically a reliable account of
how it was made.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Moon landing conspiracy theories, debunked

Royal Museums Greenwich

https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/space-astronomy/moon-landing-conspiracy-theories-debunked

RETURN TO THE STORY

Apollo: The Shadows That Became a Conspiracy

Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-SECRET-006
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