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Documents describing a presidential UFO group seemed to offer the forbidden file conspiracy
readers wanted. Archival irregularities and an official forgery assessment turned the mystery back
toward the papers themselves.

STATUS Purported secret documents assessed as fraudulent

CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL United States

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Secrets & conspiracies

STORY HISTORY Alleged 1940s-1950s; circulated in the 1980s

THE ACCOUNT

A secret committee. A presidential briefing. An organization supposedly charged with handling knowledge
that the public could never be allowed to possess. The Majestic 12 papers arrived with the atmosphere of a
door accidentally left open in a classified archive. Their story linked senior officials to recovered
extraterrestrial material. For readers already convinced that Roswell concealed another history, the
documents appeared to supply the missing bureaucracy.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

The FBI says an Air Force investigation determined the purported Majestic 12 document it received was fake.
National Archives searches found no corroborating project records. Archivists also identified problems with a
related Cutler-Twining memorandum, including its filing, security marking and the fact that Cutler was
abroad on the purported date. Custody in an archive does not authenticate a document's contents.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

Here the artifact itself becomes the haunting object. A classification stamp and a familiar signature can make
an invented narrative look heavier than testimony. The case offers a useful archival lesson without losing its
unease: before asking what a secret paper reveals, ask who made it, where it came from, and whether its
ordinary details can survive scrutiny.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Majestic 12
Federal Bureau of Investigation
https://vault.fbi.gov/Majestic%2012

Majestic 12 Reference Report
National Archives
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/air-force/ufos

RETURN TO THE STORY

Majestic 12: The Secret in the Paper
Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-SECRET-003
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