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A rancher's debris and a military announcement became the best-known alien cover-up story in
America. The surviving official record points toward a secret balloon project, leaving a durable
cultural mystery.

STATUS Documented incident; extraterrestrial cover-up unsubstantiated

CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL New Mexico, United States

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Secrets & conspiracies

STORY HISTORY 1947; investigations in the 1990s

THE ACCOUNT

In July 1947, material recovered near Roswell passed into military hands, and a desert town acquired a second
life in the imagination. The central question became larger than the scattered wreckage: had the government
recovered something from another world and immediately hidden it? Later accounts supplied alien occupants
and concealed evidence. Those additions should be heard as claims made about the event, not as things
established at the recovery site.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

The Air Force's 1994 investigation found the debris consistent with a balloon device from a classified project
and found no records supporting recovered aliens. A separate GAO search examined how relevant
government records had been handled. Neither inquiry produced evidence of an extraterrestrial crash.
Secrecy surrounding military balloon work was real; the proposed alien explanation remains unsupported by
the records those investigations located.
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WHY IT STAYS WITH US

Roswell has the shape of a locked-room mystery stretched across open desert. An institution possessed a
secret, and that fact gave later stories somewhere to shelter. The useful distinction is between an actual
classified activity and the much more extraordinary cargo that retellings placed inside it. One does not
establish the other.

WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Project BLUE BOOK: The Roswell Incident
National Archives
https://www.archives.gov/research/military/air-force/ufos

Government Records: Search for Records Concerning the 1947 Crash Near Roswell
U.S. Government Accountability Office
https://www.gao.gov/products/nsiad-95-187

RETURN TO THE STORY

Roswell: The Debris That Outlived Its Explanation
Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-SECRET-001
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