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Lady Anne’s Returning Reception
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Cape Town's Castle of Good Hope gives Lady Anne Barnard a continuing social calendar. The local
tradition says her apparition returns when important visitors arrive at the old fortress.

STATUS A recorded story, with its history attached
CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL Cape Town, South Africa

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Ghosts & hauntings

STORY HISTORY Late-eighteenth-century resident; later castle folklore
THE ACCOUNT

Lady Anne Barnard's castle ghost is said to keep track of the guest list. Cape Town'’s local tradition places her
among the Castle of Good Hope's apparitions, appearing when dignitaries visit. The story extends her
historical role as a hostess into an endless reception. It is a different kind of unfinished business from
revenge or a lost treasure: an important visitor arrives, and someone from an earlier household seems ready
to greet them. The grandeur of the setting makes the mistake imaginable, a formal occasion briefly acquiring
an attendant from the wrong century.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

Cape Town Tourism recounts the apparition and connects it with Lady Anne's late-eighteenth-century
residence and entertaining. The page does not identify the earliest witness or provide a dated report of a
particular reception. Its phrase about continuing her duties is part of the telling, rather than evidence that the
apparition has a purpose. The historical hostess and the later guest-room legend remain distinct.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The specificity gives the story its charm. This ghost supposedly responds to an occasion rather than a clock or
anniversary. The castle can host something new while its legend insists that an old social ritual is still running.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

The Most Haunted Places in Cape Town

Cape Town Tourism

https://www.capetown.travel/haunted-cape-town/

RETURN TO THE STORY

Lady Anne’s Returning Reception

Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
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