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Monte Cristo’s Other Family
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Monte Cristo’s owner described sharing the house with an unseen family. An archived Australian
television interview preserves that belief alongside the very practical labour of restoring the
building.

STATUS A recorded story, with its history attached

CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL Junee, New South Wales, Australia

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Ghosts & hauntings

STORY HISTORY Ryan family accounts recorded by ABC in 1999

THE ACCOUNT

Olive Ryan described Monte Cristo as though another family still lived there, unseen beside her own. In ABC’s
1999 Australian Story interview, she said she could accept that arrangement, although she disliked being
alone in the house. Her husband Reg connected reported appearances with its former owners, the Crawleys.
The family had moved into the damaged building in 1963 and spent years restoring it. The result is a
haunting told by people who knew the place through ordinary work: repairing ironwork, furnishing rooms
and raising children. Their imagined neighbours occupied the same house they were making habitable again.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

The ABC transcript is a direct record of the Ryans explaining their experiences and beliefs. It also includes
their daughters recalling séances and practical scares played on visiting friends. Those admissions do not
settle every report, but they belong beside the claims rather than being omitted from the house’s story.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The lasting image is coexistence. Instead of one encounter followed by flight, Olive describes an ongoing
domestic arrangement with occupants she cannot see. The archive lets her speak without turning her belief
into independent verification.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

My Favourite Haunt, Australian Story
Australian Broadcasting Corporation
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-23/kimeberleys-wedding-and-favourite-haunt-october-28%2C-1999/10548734

RETURN TO THE STORY

Monte Cristo’s Other Family
Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-GHOST-041
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