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At the McDonald farm, beams fell, stones flew and fires appeared in the local account.
Wallaceburg’s museum keeps the Baldoon Mystery as a story that unsettled a whole community.

STATUS A recorded story, with its history attached

CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL Wallaceburg, Ontario, Canada

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Ghosts & hauntings

STORY HISTORY Tradition centres on the McDonald farm from 1830

THE ACCOUNT

The Baldoon story begins with work interrupted. Women weaving in a barn at John T. McDonald’s farm are
said to have fled when three beams fell among them. The local account then gives the property a series of
disturbances: unexplained noises, stones and bullets striking the house, and fires appearing without an
ordinary explanation. The trouble seems to move from one part of daily life to another. A barn, a window and
a household fire should be separate concerns; the haunting makes them feel like different expressions of the
same hostile attention.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

Wallaceburg and District Museum dates the beginning to 1830 and preserves the narrative as the Baldoon
Mystery. The municipality also recognises it as part of local history and museum interpretation. The
museum’s page includes a supernatural explanation involving a neighbour, but does not establish that
accusation as fact. Its broad claim of contemporary Globe coverage also needs care, since no dated article is
supplied there.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

What survives most clearly is a community’s persistent story about a farm under siege. Keeping the
disturbances distinct from the alleged culprit prevents an old accusation from becoming a new certainty.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Baldoon Mystery
Wallaceburg and District Museum
https://www.wallaceburgmuseum.ca/baldoonmystery

Wallaceburg and Area
Municipality of Chatham-Kent
https://www.chatham-kent.ca/livingck/communities/Pages/Wallaceburg.aspx

RETURN TO THE STORY

Baldoon’s Stones through the Window
Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-GHOST-038
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