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Mortemer’'s White Lady among the Ruins
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Mortemer’s ruined abbey is associated with a White Lady identified as Empress Matilda. Its operator
also recounts unexplained voices, turning an empty religious site into an inhabited story.

STATUS A recorded story, with its history attached
CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL Normandy, France

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Ghosts & hauntings

STORY HISTORY Medieval abbey; later local haunting tradition
THE ACCOUNT

Mortemer’s best-known apparition is a woman in white moving among the abbey stones. The local tradition
identifies her as Empress Matilda, daughter of Henry I of England. Other stories attach disembodied chanting
to the ruined religious buildings: voices performing an occupation that the place no longer serves. The
abbey’s account describes visitors hearing Gregorian chant without finding singers. The two images work
differently. The White Lady gives the haunting a famous identity; the unseen choir gives the empty
architecture something to do after its ordinary life has ended.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

The abbey’s own website presents these as legends and visitors’ claims. It dates the foundation to 1134 but
supplies no early manuscript, named first witness or dated initial sighting establishing the White Lady
tradition. A medieval building and a medieval person do not, by themselves, date a ghost story to the Middle
Ages. The source is useful as a record of what is told at the site today.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The appeal is architectural rather than evidential: a broken abbey invites the imagination to restore sound
before it restores walls. The haunting fills its silence without repairing anything.

ROBERT HUTCHINS / STR-GHOST-019 1/2


https://u225x.com/record/STR-GHOST-019

mmmm  U225X/ ENGINEERING UNWARRANTED PROPERTY OF U225X

WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Légendes et fantdmes

Abbaye de Mortemer

https://www.abbaye-de-mortemer.fr/legendes-et-fantomes-de-labbaye-de-mortemer/

RETURN TO THE STORY

Mortemer’'s White Lady among the Ruins

Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-GHOST-019
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