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The Stranger at Loftus Hall
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A dropped playing card reveals something wrong with a guest at Loftus Hall. The familiar devil story
leaves behind a second haunting: Anne Tottenham'’s supposed restless presence.

STATUS A recorded story, with its history attached
CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL County Wexford, Ireland

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Ghosts & hauntings

STORY HISTORY Traditional tale associated with the Tottenham family
THE ACCOUNT

Loftus Hall's familiar story turns on a look beneath a card table. A stranger has been welcomed into the
Tottenham household during bad weather. Anne Tottenham drops a card, bends to retrieve it and, in the
legend, sees cloven hooves where his feet should be. The visitor escapes through the roof. Anne’s story then
becomes the quieter, sadder half of the haunting: the tale says she never recovered from the encounter, died
after confinement in the tapestry room, and was later seen wandering the house. The roof's supposedly
unrepairable opening keeps the stranger’s exit inside the story long after he has gone.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

Ireland’s mapping and property-records authority, Tailte Eireann, explicitly introduces this as legend. It
separately presents actual property documents, including a 1736 transaction, and describes
nineteenth-century refurbishment. Those records establish the estate’s history, not the card game or Anne's
apparition.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The tale makes hospitality frightening through one hidden detail. Its second life, as a story about the person
left behind, is what turns a spectacular devil appearance into a lingering house haunting.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

The history of Ireland’s most haunted buildings

Tailte Eireann

https://tailte.ie/our-archives/stories/irelands-most-haunted-buildings/

RETURN TO THE STORY

The Stranger at Loftus Hall

Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-GHOST-015
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