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Leap Castle’s Bloody Chapel
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Leap Castle’s upper chapel carries a story of a priest killed by his own brother. Later accounts put
his apparition on the stairs and beside the chapel.

STATUS A recorded story, with its history attached

CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL County Offaly, Ireland

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Ghosts & hauntings

STORY HISTORY Legend set in the sixteenth century; later resident accounts
THE ACCOUNT

At the top of Leap Castle, a chapel becomes the setting for a family feud. The traditional story says an
O'Carroll priest began Mass before his brother arrived. During the struggle for control of the family, that
slight supposedly ended in murder at the service itself. Later tellers place the priest's ghost in the chapel and
on the stairs below it. The horror is not simply that somebody died there: a room intended for worship
becomes a place where kinship and sanctuary fail at once.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

Leap Castle’s archive labels the murder narrative as legend and the apparitions as testimony, separating
them from the room’s surviving architecture. Tailte Eireann provides a different documentary foothold: an
1889 marriage deed connects later owners Jonathan and Mildred Darby to the castle, and its account notes
Mildred's Gothic writing and interest in séances. Neither source proves the priest's return.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The room and the stories have different kinds of evidence. Keeping them separate lets the actual upper
chapel remain compelling without turning every grisly detail repeated about the castle into established
history.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Bloody Chapel

Leap Castle Archive
https://leapcastle.net/?page_id=169

Ireland’s most haunted buildings
Tailte Eireann

https://tailte.ie/our-archives/stories/irelands-most-haunted-buildings/

RETURN TO THE STORY

Leap Castle’s Bloody Chapel

Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-GHOST-014
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