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A piper enters tunnels beneath Edinburgh, playing so people above can follow him. The tune stops;
the legend says the missing musician can still be heard.

STATUS A recorded story, with its history attached

CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL Edinburgh, Scotland

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Ghosts & hauntings

STORY HISTORY Undated traditional tunnel legend

THE ACCOUNT

The piper’s music is supposed to make the journey safe. In the Edinburgh legend, hidden passages are
discovered beneath the castle, and a lone musician explores them while playing his bagpipes. People above
ground can follow the sound and trace his progress. Then it stops. The piper does not return, and the same
music is said to rise from below long afterward. The instrument changes roles halfway through the tale: first
it tells the listeners where a living person is, then it suggests that somebody is still down there.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

National Geographic Kids retells this as a castle legend, while Historic Environment Scotland includes the
phantom piper among Edinburgh’s traditional ghost stories. Neither source establishes the musician’s name,
a dated disappearance or an archaeological route for this expedition. The familiar claim that it happened
centuries ago belongs to the story’s framing, rather than a verified incident record.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The strongest suspense comes before the ghost: silence where a useful signal should be. Anyone who has
waited for a familiar sound to resume can understand why this tale keeps travelling.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Haunted Castles
National Geographic Kids; Elisabeth Deffner
https://www.natgeokids.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Haunted-Castles.pdf

Haunted Homes of History (Allegedly)
Historic Environment Scotland
https://blog.historicenvironment.scot/2017/10/haunted-homes-history-allegedly/

RETURN TO THE STORY

Edinburgh’s Piper below the Street
Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-GHOST-010

ROBERT HUTCHINS / STR-GHOST-010 2 / 2

https://www.natgeokids.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Haunted-Castles.pdf
https://blog.historicenvironment.scot/2017/10/haunted-homes-history-allegedly/
https://u225x.com/record/STR-GHOST-010
https://u225x.com/record/STR-GHOST-010

