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A frightened queen runs toward a door that might save her. Hampton Court preserves the
haunting, while its historians point out a problem with the route.

STATUS A recorded story, with its history attached

CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL London, England

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Ghosts & hauntings

STORY HISTORY Catherine Howard died in 1542; later palace tradition

THE ACCOUNT

The haunting gives Catherine Howard one more attempt to reach Henry VIII. In the familiar palace story, his
fifth queen runs through the gallery, crying for mercy before guards drag her away. Visitors later attach
screams, distress and an apparition to that same passage. The terrible attraction is the unfinished journey:
the door is close, but the appeal never reaches the person who could answer it. Catherine’s execution in 1542
gives the story a real and deeply unhappy ending; the ghost keeps repeating the moment before that ending
becomes unavoidable.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

Historic Royal Palaces recounts the tradition but makes a precise correction. Catherine’s original apartments
no longer survive, and the route she might have taken would not have included today’s Haunted Gallery. Its
historians distinguish the queen’s documented fate from the corridor legend.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

That mismatch makes this more interesting than a simple haunted-room claim. A building can acquire an
emotional map that differs from its historical floor plan. Here, a remembered terror has found an address of
its own.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Catherine Howard
Historic Royal Palaces
https://www.hrp.org.uk/hampton-court-palace/history-and-stories/catherine-howard/

RETURN TO THE STORY

Hampton Court’s Haunted Gallery
Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-GHOST-001
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