
U225X / ENGINEERING UNWARRANTED PROPERTY OF U225X

Afanc
STR-CRYPT-045 / REV A / 2026.09.08

The Afanc inhabits several Welsh stories, from a lethal cave to a lake that must release its monster.
The landscape preserves its traces, while the written tradition contains important later alterations.

STATUS Established Welsh folklore with identifiable later alterations

CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL Wales

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Cryptids

STORY HISTORY Welsh medieval literary tradition and later localized lake stories

THE ACCOUNT

At Llyn Barfog, one telling gives Arthur the task of hauling the Afanc from the water. His horse’s effort leaves
a mark in stone, remembered nearby as Carn March Arthur. Other versions assign the work to Hu Gadarn
and his powerful oxen. Far from a single animal biography, the Afanc also appears in the tale of Peredur as a
murderous cave-dweller. Across these stories, the threatening creature occupies a place people cannot easily
reach and must somehow be drawn beyond its protection.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

Coflein, the Welsh national monuments record, documents the lake traditions and their sources. It also warns
that the flood-and-oxen version was popularized through a nineteenth-century collection containing material
largely invented by Iolo Morganwg. That version should not be advertised as an untouched ancient account.
The older literary creature, the localized Arthur story and later antiquarian additions have distinct histories,
none of which establishes a captured lake animal.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The stone hoofprint brings an enormous struggle down to one small surface. A visitor can see the place
where the story says force was applied. It is a compelling way for a landscape to hold a narrative, even when
the narrative’s versions do not agree.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Llyn Barfog
Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales / Coflein
https://coflein.gov.uk/en/sites/402570

RETURN TO THE STORY

Afanc
Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-CRYPT-045
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