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The Snallygaster combines wings, teeth and an unstable collection of impossible parts. Its Maryland
history includes both regional folklore and an uglier use of monster stories to intimidate people.

STATUS Regional folklore, sensational reporting and documented racist uses

CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL Maryland, USA

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Cryptids

STORY HISTORY Frederick County German-American tradition; sensational twentieth-century
reports

THE ACCOUNT

Over Frederick County, the Snallygaster is described as something between a bird and a reptile, with great
wings, claws and teeth. Some tellings add one eye or tentacles, as though no single alarming feature is
enough. Newspaper versions placed it near stills and distilleries. Maryland's Department of Natural Resources
traces the tradition to the area’s German immigrant community, where the name is linked with a quick ghost.
The beast could arrive from above, make a terrible noise and vanish before its outline became consistent.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

The department treats the creature as folklore and offers large birds as possible inspirations, without
claiming to solve each report. It also records that later stories targeted Black people and were used as racist
intimidation. That history belongs in the file: these were not always harmless tales shared around a fire. The
eighteenth-century origin is supplied by the department’s retrospective account, rather than an original early
manuscript inspected here.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The changing anatomy makes the Snallygaster easy to expand whenever a teller needs a new fear. That
flexibility explains part of its survival, but also part of its danger as a story. An invented beast can still be used
to exert very real pressure on people.

ROBERT HUTCHINS / STR-CRYPT-042 1/2


https://u225x.com/record/STR-CRYPT-042

mmmm  U225X/ ENGINEERING UNWARRANTED PROPERTY OF U225X

WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Meet Maryland's Cryptids and the Wildlife That May Have Inspired Them

Maryland Department of Natural Resources
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2024/10/04/marylands-cryptids-and-the-wildlife-that-may-have-inspired-them/

RETURN TO THE STORY

Snallygaster

Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
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