
U225X / ENGINEERING UNWARRANTED PROPERTY OF U225X

Loveland Frog
STR-CRYPT-034 / REV A / 2026.09.08

Loveland’s Frogman story includes an officer who later said the animal was an iguana. His
explanation matters because the legend often stops just before the part where he identified it.
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THE ACCOUNT

In March 1972, Loveland officer Ray Shockey reported something unusual near the Little Miami River. Another
officer, Mark Mathews, later encountered an animal in the same area. In a 2016 interview, Mathews said it
crawled beneath a guardrail, rather than walking upright over it as familiar retellings suggest. He shot and
recovered it, then showed it to Shockey. Mathews identified it as a large, sickly iguana missing its tail and said
Shockey recognized it as the animal he had seen.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

WCPO’s interview is a direct retrospective account from a participant. It is stronger evidence for what
Mathews said than later versions that omit his explanation, although it is not a preserved 1972 specimen
report. His account does not establish the origin of every separate Loveland legend. It does directly challenge
the claim that the officers’ encounter ended with an unidentified humanoid frog escaping into the river.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The guardrail becomes a hinge between two stories. Climbing over it on two legs makes a monster; crawling
underneath it leaves room for an unfamiliar pet. A small change in remembered motion can carry an
enormous change in identity.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Officer reveals true story of Loveland Frogman
WCPO 9
https://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/hamilton-county/loveland-community/officer-who-shot-loveland-frogman-in-1972-says-story-is-
a-hoax

RETURN TO THE STORY

Loveland Frog
Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-CRYPT-034
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