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Chupacabra began with reported livestock deaths in Puerto Rico, then changed shape as it crossed
borders. The spined figure and the hairless canine belong to different stages of the story.

STATUS Modern reported encounters; examined canine specimens identified
CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL Puerto Rico

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Cryptids

STORY HISTORY Puerto Rican reports beginning in 1995; later mainland variants

THE ACCOUNT

In 1995, reports from Candvanas, Puerto Rico, blamed an unfamiliar creature for dead farm animals.
Accounts described punctures and apparent blood loss, then supplied a hunched figure with large eyes, fangs
and sometimes spines or quills. The story spread through newspapers and public searches. During the
following decade, a different image gained ground on the mainland: a thin, nearly hairless animal that looked
more like a dog. The same name had begun carrying two markedly different bodies.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

PBS's Monstrum traces that change and the social setting of the original Puerto Rican reports. Examined
carcasses associated with the later canine version have been identified as known animals, including coyotes
and dogs affected by mange. That evidence addresses those specimens; it should not be presented as a
laboratory test of every earlier witness statement. Livestock losses can be real while the proposed
blood-draining culprit remains unverified.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The unsettling center of this story is a familiar enclosure after something has gone wrong. A farm is supposed
to make animal life predictable. The legend supplies an intruder that seems to understand those
arrangements well enough to defeat them, and then changes its own appearance before it can be pinned
down.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

El Chupacabras, a Modern Mystery
PBS / Monstrum

https://www.pbs.org/video/el-chupacabras-a-modern-mystery-qeyye6/
RETURN TO THE STORY

Chupacabra

Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-CRYPT-028
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