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Lusca waits in the dark openings called blue holes, where the water seems to breathe. Cave
researchers document both the Bahamian story and the real currents beneath its uneasy surface.

STATUS Documented waterhole folklore; currents have natural causes
CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL Bahamas

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Cryptids

STORY HISTORY Bahamian oral tradition documented in cave research

THE ACCOUNT

In Bahamian tradition, Lusca inhabits blue holes: dark water-filled entrances whose depths disappear
beneath the surrounding shallows. A cave-research paper records local explanations of blowing or boiling
water as the action of this unseen creature. Wider sea-monster retellings often give Lusca a mass of grasping
arms. The setting supplies much of the fear without assistance. A patch of water that pulls inward, then
seems to push back, can make the sea appear to have a hidden breathing body.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

The Rob Palmer Blue Holes Foundation paper describes the tradition while explaining the water movement
through differences driven by tides, waves and ocean currents. The Natural History Museum also places
Lusca among tentacled sea-monster traditions. Neither source establishes a giant predatory animal below a
particular hole, and neither provides a secure first telling date. The real cave systems and their moving water
are distinct from the creature used to explain them.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

Lusca makes an entrance into an inhabitant. The opening is visible; everything beyond it has to be imagined
or carefully explored. That boundary is enough to keep the legend tense, even when the water’'s motion has a
physical explanation.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Blue Holes: An Inappropriate Name for a Scientific Discussion of Water-Filled Caves in the Bahamas
Rob Palmer Blue Holes Foundation / Bahamas geology symposium
https://blueholes.org/The%20Rob%20Palmer%20Blue%20Holes%20Foundation/Publications_files/12th%20Inappropriate%20name.pdf

Sea monsters and their inspiration
Natural History Museum, London

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/sea-monsters-inspiration-serpents-mermaids-the-kraken.html

RETURN TO THE STORY

Lusca

Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
https://u225x.com/record/STR-CRYPT-023
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