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Sweden'’s Storsjoodjuret has left reports, paintings and a failed monster trap in the historical
record. Jamtli Museum preserves the pursuit even though the pursued animal remains
unconfirmed.

STATUS Museum-preserved folklore and unsuccessful capture history
CLASSIFICATION STR

MATERIAL Jamtland, Sweden

DISPOSITION PUBLIC / SOURCED STORY

CATEGORY Strange Files

RECORD TYPE Cryptids

STORY HISTORY Written tradition from 1635; nineteenth-century capture attempts
THE ACCOUNT

Lake Storsjon’s monster has a substantial paper trail. Jamtli Museum'’s archive traces written accounts to 1635
and preserves later witnesses’ descriptions. In 1894, people in Ostersund formed a company to catch it. A
huge trap, baited with a whole pig, became part of that effort and survives as a museum object. Painter
Harald Millgard also recorded how he remembered a claimed encounter in 1935. The lake’s unseen inhabitant
accumulated a surprisingly physical collection around itself.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

Jamtli distinguishes the history of these observations from proof that the creature exists. Its archive contains
testimony and newspaper material, while the trap proves an attempt to capture something, not a successful
capture. The painting likewise documents a remembered experience rather than an independently
established animal. The archive's 1635 starting date is useful evidence for the age of the tradition, without
turning centuries of reports into one verified biological record.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

A monster trap is an unsettling object after the monster fails to arrive. Someone chose its scale, paid for its
construction and imagined a body closing inside it. Preserved in a museum, it holds the shape of that
expectation.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Storsjoodjuret

Jamtli Museum

https://www.jamtli.com/utstallningar/storsjoodjuret/

Storsjoodjuret observations database

Jamtli Museum

https://jamtli.absoft.se/

RETURN TO THE STORY

Storsjéodjuret

Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
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