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The Babylonian Ghost Tablet: A Companion
for the Restless
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A Babylonian ritual tablet pairs written instructions with an image of a spirit being led away. Its
practical response to haunting imagines that an unwanted visitor might be persuaded to leave.

STATUS Ancient ritual tablet; ghost interpretation explained by its modern curator
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STORY HISTORY Surviving Babylonian ritual tablet dated to the 4th century BCE

THE ACCOUNT

The faint drawing shows a bearded male figure held by a rope and led by a woman. Read beside the
cuneiform text, it becomes something more particular than a sketch of two travelers. Curator Irving Finkel
interprets the man as a restless ghost and the woman as the companion intended to guide him below. The
ritual treats the presence in a household as a problem with motives, preferences and a possible solution.

FOLLOWING THE TRAIL

In a 2023 interview, Finkel discussed this British Museum tablet as a guide to dealing with ghosts; the article
dates it to the fourth century BCE and names its scribe, Marduk-apla-iddin. Damage leaves only the opening
words of the invocation, addressed to the sun god Shamash. Assyriologist Moudhy Al-Rashid independently
discusses the same tablet and dating. The artifact is evidence for Babylonian ritual practice and
interpretation, not proof that the prescribed action removed an actual spirit.

WHY IT STAYS WITH US

The small image suggests an oddly domestic approach to an extraordinary visitor. Instead of imagining only a
battle, the proposed response addresses what might make the ghost willing to go. That idea gives the object
both tenderness and unease. A family could recognize the personality of someone dead while still needing
the separation that death was supposed to provide.
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WHERE THIS TELLING COMES FROM

Ancient ghost drawing explained by the curator who deciphered it

Guinness World Records; interview with British Museum curator Irving Finkel

https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/news/2023/10/ancient-tablet-with-worlds-oldest-ghost-drawing-explained-by-man-who-deciphe
red-760305
Mesopotamian ghostbusting with Irving Finkel

British Museum

https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/death-and-memory/mesopotamian-ghostbusting-irving-finkel

Roaming, Malicious, Hooligan Ghosts
Moudhy Al-Rashid, London Review of Books

https://www.Irb.co.uk/the-paper/v44/n02/moudhy-al-rashid/roaming-malicious-hooligan-ghosts

RETURN TO THE STORY

The Babylonian Ghost Tablet: A Companion for the Restless

Visit the record for its illustrations and further reading.
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